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parties', the total number of votes at their command cannot have
exceeded about 270. As a result of the general election in which the
Coalition appealed to the country on the f>th March, 1JJ33, they won
between them a majority of floats: 340 in all out of (i47; but the
distribution of their joint gains hi seats was altogether unequal, for
the Nationalists gained one single seat, while, the Nazis gained 92.
In this election, the Nazis obtained about 5,500,000 more votes than
they had obtained on the preceding ftth November, made up of about
1,000,000 at the expense of the Communists, 500,000 at the expense
of 'the splinter parties' and 4,000,000 representing an increase in the
total number of votes cast.   Out of this total, the Nazi share in
March 1933 was 44-1 per cent,, as against, their 33-1 per cent, in
November 1932 and their 37-4 per cent, in ,Iuly M>32.   The Com-
munists' loss of more than 1,000,000 votes was represented, in seats,
by a drop from 100 to 81. On the other hand, the principal democratic
parliamentary parties—the Social-Democrats, the Catholic Centre
Party and the Catholic People's Party of .Bavaria-   each, like the
Nationalists, retained approximately the same number of seats in
the Reichstag as they had held before (the Social-Democrats 120 as
against 121, the Zentrum 73 as against 70, and the Bavarian People's
Party 19 as against 20).  Considering that these three, parties were
in opposition, and the Nationalists in oflice, under a regime which
had been high-handed from the beginning and which was already
becoming terroristic, this maintenance of the. xtatux quo was as great
an electioneering success for the constitutional parties as it was a
set-back for the Nationalists; but these election results were not a
true criterion of the political situation, for de facto, so far from holding
their own, the Nazis' Nationalist allies and their democratic and
Communist opponents were at this time all alike mi (Wroufe.
This was mainly the work of Captain Goring, the Nazi 'mighty
man of valour', who proved far more than a match, in the new
Government of the Reich, for the two mighty men of the Nationalists,
Herr Hugenberg the newspaper-king and Hen* Seldtc the leader of
the Stahlhelm Nationalist 'private army1, though Herr Scldte held
the portfolio for Labour and Herr Hugenberg combined the portfolios
for Economic Affairs and for Agriculture, with the imposing style
and title of 'Crisis-Minister', whereas Captain Goring was merely a
Minister without portfolio in the Government of the Raich and a
Commissioner for the Ministry of the Interior in Prussia under
Reichskommissar von Papen.
As it turned out, Herr von Papen was content to play King Log
to Captain Gftring's King Stork; and bo the Nazi fighting-man

